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Dear Colleagues 
 
DEATH CERTIFICATION AND CREMATION PROCESSES  
 
I am writing to you with a reminder about the death certification and cremation 
processes in operation during the emergency pandemic period.  
 
Earlier in the year, I issued general guidance on death certification and cremation by 
way of HSS(MD) 18/2020 and HSS(MD) 28/2020 which can be accessed at the 
following links: 
 
https://www.health-
ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/HSS%28MD%29-18-2020_0.pdf 
 
https://www.health-
ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/HSS%28MD%29-28-2020_0.pdf 
 
Since then, we have come through the first wave of the pandemic, entered a period 
when infection rates reduced and are now in the midst of a second wave.  I fully 
understand the pressure that colleagues are facing right across the HSC system but 
I would ask you all to ensure that you comply with the guidance issued. 
 
It is particularly important during the emergency period that following a death: 
 

 The recommended COVID -19 terminology is used when recording the cause 
of death on MCCDs. Where a laboratory test has confirmed the disease was 
present, use the term COVID-19 (Confirmed). On the occasions where there 
is no confirmed COVID-19 diagnosis, the medical practitioner should apply 
their clinical judgement whether the disease caused, is assumed to have 
caused, or contributed to the death and, if so, the terms COVID-19 or COVID-
19 (Probable or Suspected) are acceptable. Finally, COVID-19 can be used 
as a descriptor e.g. COVID-19 pneumonia. 
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 All MCCDs are completed as soon as is practicable and e-mailed without 
delay to the General Register Office using: GRO-pandemic@finance-
ni.gov.uk. This allows the GRO to register the death as per legislation and 
alert funeral and cremation staff if COVID-19 is implicated. 

 

 The email should contain the contact details for the next of kin and, if known 
the name of the Funeral Director appointed by the family. This will allow for 
the certificate to be issued directly to the Funeral Director to enable disposal 
of the body to proceed. 

 

 MCCDs should not be given to the family or next of kin as they are not 
required to attend the GRO to register the death. 

 

 It is vital to ensure good communication with the family or next of kin about 
the cause of death, particularly if the MCCD contains information that they 
may not be aware of: i.e. if Covid-19 is stated on the MCCD but there have 
been no symptoms or a negative test.  

 

 Where applicable; Cremation “Form B” is fully completed as soon as possible 
to ensure that there are no delays to the funeral process. Any delay could add 
additional stress to the family at such a difficult time. 

 
Thank you for your continuing efforts at this difficult time. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

DR MICHAEL McBRIDE 
Chief Medical Officer 
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